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Power—from p. 8 


it is that Christ died on behalf of 
and instead of us. 

That is how I can know that God 
loves us, because Christ died for us. 

This word which is variously 
translated as commend or prove is 
used in the present tense. The 
death of Christ is such that it has 
continuing and abiding power and 
significance. God is still proving 
His love in the fact of the death of 
His Son. 

When the tragedy comes into 
your life, you can know then that 
God continues to love you. No mat- 
ter how great the tragedy, the prob- 
lem, the strain, the tension, nor how 
great the doubt, how weak the faith, 
know this: The love of God is great- 
er, His love is proven and demon- 
strated in the cross of Jesus Christ. 

The Communion service is de- 
signed to call to attention the death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ for each 
of us. Arm yourself with the fact 
that this event in history gives form, 


flesh and bones to the love of God. 
In this event you can know that 
God continues to love you with a 
kind of love that is motiveless, di- 
rectional, immense and_ certain. 
This knowledge and faith can make 
the difference in the time of 
trial. iF 


Tension—from p. 11 


be allowed to remain a little while 
until his work was done. 

Many of us are caught in this ten- 
sion between life and death from 
time to time. Is it the same un- 
selfish, noble tension which Paul 
felt? Sometimes Christians are 
driven by self pity, or defeatism, or 
depression to express a desire to die. 
Sometimes we are like Elijah under 
the Juniper tree, evil abounds and 
we wonder why God allows it so. 
However, if you can learn to say 
from your heart, “For me to live is 
Christ,” then you may also say, and 
in the right sense, ‘to die is gain.’ 
The two statements really must go 
together. 
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